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Adoption Now Legal for Same-Sex Couples
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Adoption .... ................ 1

hanks to the unanimous ruling by Maine's Supreme Court (called the Law Court) on
August 30, 2007, same-sex couples may now jointly adopt children. The case
involved Ann Courtney and Marilyn Kirby, ,vho won the right to form a permanent,
legal parental relationship with their foster children, 10-year-old Michelle and her
brotl1er, si.x-year-old Ryan.
Ann and Marilyn's story began six years ago when DHHS placed 4-year-old :tvlichelle and 4-montl1-old Ryan in their care after determining that the children's biological parents could not care for them. Both children were diagnosed with multiple disorders related to their earliest years. Ann and Marilyn, a committed couple with foster parent and adoption experience, devoted much of their time to addressing the children's
emotional, learning, and developmental problems.
In 2006, Ann and Marilyn petitioned the Probate Court in Cumberland County to
jointly adopt :Michelle and Ryan because they wanted to ensure the children had the
social and legal protections of having two legal parents rather than one.
The Probate Judge denied their petition, stating that the law permitted only a married couple or an unmarried person to adopt. After the Probate Judge denied their petition, they appealed to tl1e Law Court, claiming that it is in the children's best interest to
have two legal parents dedicated to and responsible for their welfare.
On August 30, 2007, the Law Court issued its unanimous ruling that Ann and
Marilyn could jointly establish a legal parental relationship with their children. "A joint
adoption assures that in the event of either adoptive parent's death, the children's continued relationship with the surviving parent is fixed and certain," wrote Justice Jon
Levy in the 20-page decision. "Most importantly, a joint adoption affords the adopted
children the love, nurturing and support of not one, but two parents."
1v1ichelle and Ryan were formally adopted by Ann and Marilyn on October 171h.
Over 60 people attended a forum on adoption to hear Ann and Marilyn's story and
to learn how to access the new law themselves. Mary Bonauto from Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD), the organization that represented Ann and Marilyn, and
Judy Berry, a well-known and highly regarded adoption practitioner in Maine, talked
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(continued on page 5)
Panelists at GLAD 's Adoption
Forum included (from R to L):
Atrorney Judy Berry (adoption
practitioner), Ann Kirby
(adoptive mother and plaintiff
in historic lawsuit), Ma,y
Bonauto (GLAD 's Civil Rights
Project Director) and standing
is Betsy Smith (EqualiryMa ine
Executive Direcror). The panel
provided comprehensive informarion on the new adoption
law and how it is being implemented in rhe various counties
in Maine.

EqualityMaine
Advocacy for the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender Communities since 1984

EQME to Ramp Up Communications

F

or several years, EqualityMaine has recognized a nee? t~ develop and implement
a comprehensive communications plan. A commwucations plan would help us
meet some of the goals of our strategic plan:
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increase EqualityMaine's visibility statewide;
sympathetically frame LGBT issues in the media;
increase the visibility of, and educate the public on, LGBT individuals
and families;
better involve LGBT commwlity & supporters in political activism;
upgrade website and increase wlique website visits.

Thanks to an anonymous donor who recently pledged $10,000 as a challenge
grant, we are well on our ·way to funding a part-time communications coordinator
position for 2008. We fully expect tllis position to be full-time in 2009 as we head
into a new legislative session.
We are grateful to Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD), who
recently provided $3,500 for a commwlications intern and is providing staff time for
commwlications traitling and development. Additional support is coming from Freedom to Marry.
We hired Andrew Jones (in
photo at right) as our commmlications intern and a.re tl1rilled to have
him working with us. Many of you
know Andrew from his leadersllip
work with Outright and Proud Rainbow Youtl1 of Southern Maine
(PRYSM). Andrew is assessing
and upgrading our website and
representing EqualityMa.ine in
various statewide committees and
conferences.
For more information or to apply for the commwlications coordinator position,
visit our website at w\vw.equalitymaine.org. •
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Jamie Gibson (L) and Tim Diehl
(centet) were elected in September
to the EqualityMaine Board of Directors. In addition to Margaret
0 'Connell, who was also elected in
Seprember, Tim sits on the EqualityMaine Board while Jamie sits on the
Equali1yMaine Foundation Board.
With Jamie and Tim is Board Presidenr Matrhew Dubois.

ENDA Passes with No Transgender Protections

T

he federal Employment Non-Discrimination Act
(ENDA) was a sensitive topic in October and November. Just days before heading to the U.S. House of Representatives for debate, ENDA was stripped of gender identity protections. Why those protections were stripped from
ENDA still remains unclear. Some say there weren't
enough votes to pass the bill ·with gender inclusive language, while others say there were. Some say had they gone
forward with a fully-inclusive bill, conservatives might have
used a well-known tactic to force a stand-alone vote on
transgender protections, potentially setting it up for failure.
\X'hatever the reason, stripping gender identity protections from ENDA generated a national grassroots protest
by LGBT and allied organizations. EqualityMaine joined
350 organizations, representing well over 2 million people,
who contacted Congress members in an amazing grassroots
effort to keep gender identity protections in the bill.
Studies and surveys consistently show that between
one-third and one-half of all LGBT respondents have suffered employment-related discrimination. Transgender people, in particular, desperately need the protections ENDA
would provide.
Maine was in a similar situation in the spring of 2005
when legislative leaders wanted to strip gender identity and
expression from Maine's non-discrimination bill. \Xlhile we
understood that some legislators had jitters about the new
language, it was simply not acceptable to abandon part of
the community. \Ve took the time to educate and succeeded
in keeping it in.
Continuous pressure was put on Congress for a period
of five weeks to go back to the original bill that protected
everyone in the LGBT community. But after 15,000 emails
and a nearly equal number of phone calls asking for an inclusive ENDA, or no ENDA at all, congressional Democrats went forward with a non-inclusive bill.
It is important to keep in mind that ENDA has no
chance of becoming law this time around because we have a
president who will not sign it. So the issue was not whetl1er

or not we could pass ENDA, but rather which strategy
would provide the best chance for passing an inclusive
ENDA in the future-when we have a president who will
sign it.
We believed a "no" vote would provide the best strategy, because by standing on principle, we can come back in
the next Congress and ensure that only an inclusive bill
goes forward.
That's why we asked Congressman Tom Allen (District
#1) and Congressman Mike Ivfichaud (District #2), who
have exemplary pro-LGBT voting records, to vote "no" on
HR 3685, the version of ENDA that specifically excluded
transgender people.
·Contrary to the principles we used in passing inclusive
non-discrimination legislation in Maine, the Human Rights
Campaign asked Congressmen Allen and l'v1ichaud to vote
yes on HR 3685. They stated in an email tl1at if we lost the
vote, it would set the movement back years. \Vhat they
didn't say was that leadership would not bring this bill up
for a vote if they didn't have the votes to pass it. And they
always know their vote count.
On Wednesday, November 7, a non-inclusive ENDA
came to the House floor and passed by a vote of 235-184.
While in many ways historic-it's the first time Congress
passed non-discrimination legislation based on sexual orientation, and tl1at's a wonderful tl1ing-it was a marginal victory. Eliminating gender identity from ENDA ignores tl1e
reality that gender identity and expression are at the root of
much anti-gay discrin1ination.
For a bill that has no chance of becoming law, tl1is was
our opportunity to refuse to cave in to the tired old politics
of divide and conquer, whether by those who oppose us or
by tl1ose who use our community for political gain in an
election year. The moral yardstick of any civil rights movement is how tl1e movement treats its most vulnerable members.
We are very proud to have in Congress a representative
from Maine who took what may be 11is most difficult yet
(continued on page 13)
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EqualityMaine Delivers Public Education on Marriage

I

n our last newsletter issue, we highlighted some of the
components of EqualityMaine's 3-year public education
campaign on marriage. For although we cannot predict how
the freedom to marry will eventually be won in Mainelitigation, legislation, or referendum-we know that regardless of the strategy, a strong and effective public education
campaign is required.
Educating legislators, voters and the general public is
the foundation of EqualityMaine's public education campaign. To that end, we are conducting in-district meetings
with legislators, speaking with community groups about
marriage, canvassing voters and collecting constituent
postcards and, in collaboration with Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD), responding publicly to articles,
editorials, or letters-to-the-editor on marriage through our
media response team.
Talking with Legislators
In the last six months, EqualityMaine has organized indistrict meetings and one-on-one conversations about tl1e
freedom to marry with legislators throughout tl1e state. During in-district meetings, teams of five to seven people have
done remarkable work educating their legislators. These
teams have been as diverse as the people who support the
freedom to marry-LGBT couples, straight allies, business
owners, clergy, elected officials, teachers, and college students. The conversations have been profound, wim each
participant sharing his/ her own personal story and reasons
why marriage matters and why LGBT couples should not be
denied the protections that marriage provides.
One-on-one meetings follow the same format and have
been as successful as in-district meetings. Colleagues,
friends, and family members of legislators have met wiili
legislators to share their stories and determine where each
legislator stands on winning the freedom to marry in Maine.
As a result, ·we've been able to identify the positions of
more than 20 legislators on the freedom to marry, with a

goal of reaching 10 more by tl1e end of 2007. By mid-June
of 2008, we hope to add another 40.
Out and About in the LGBT and Allied Communities
When EqualityMaine collaborated with the Maine Civil
Liberties Union & GLAD to produce our DVD titled Marriage in Maine: The UViry Life Should Be, we knew the DVD
would become our primary public education tool. We have
taken this DVD "on the road" and presented it wherever
there was a TV, DVD player, and group of people willing to
watch it. \XTe've shown the DVD at more than 30 eventscommunity gatherings, social justice fairs, campus classrooms from Biddeford to Orono, college LGBT organizational meetings, church conferences, public TV, and house
parties, to name a few. Sara Jane Eliot and Rita Clifford, a
retired couple featured in the DVD, have accompanied us
many times at these presentations to add tl1eir unique and
personal perspectives. Jim Bishop and Steve Ryan, another
(continued on page 14)

Ali Cashin (R), GLAD 's Writer/Researcher, talks with Eq11alityMaine 's Public Policy Director Darlene Huntress about our
organi:::ations ' collaborative public education work on man·iage.

Pro-Equality Candidates Victorious in Special Elections

I

n early September we were shocked by the sudden death
of state representative Deane Jones (D-Mt. Vernon). Just
elected in June to represent District 83-in a special election due to the sudden death of state representative Abby
Holman-] ones was a supporter of marriage equality.
Through phone banks and door-to-door canvassing, EqualityMaine turned out many voters to help 11in1 get elected,
and we regret that we never had the opportunity to work
witl1 him in the Legislature.
In the weeks following his deatl1, the Democratic and
Republican Parties once again chose tl1eir nominees for a

special election to fill the seat of House District 83. The
Democrats nominated Jones's widow, Pat, to finish out his
term. Because of the values Pat shared with Deane, as well
as her years of experience as a strong advocate on health
issues, we enthusiastically endorsed her candidacy for State
Representative.
EqualityMaine was proud to support two otl1er candidates in special elections for State Representative this fall.
In District 72 in Lewiston, we endorsed l\,fike Carey, an affordable housing developer who demonstrated a strong
commitment to equality for LGBT people in his responses
(continued on page 12)
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Adoption Now Legal for Same-Sex Couples
(continued from page l)

about the processes and procedures that are playing out as
the new law is slowly implemented.
One of the challenges they face is working with the
Probate Courts and the attorneys who practice regularly in
those courts regarding consistent and fair processes and
procedures. As it currently appears, some Probate Courts
are requiring different documentation than others, such as
home studies, being registered as domestic partners, and
other issues. Over time these issues will be worked out, so
that every same-sex couple will be treated fairly when they
petition to adopt children in the county where tl1ey live.

What is the effect of a joint adoption?
An adoption creates a legal tie between a child and his
or her parents, reinforcing botl1 emotional security and legal
rights:
• Adoption ensures tlut botl1 parents are legally obligated to support the children in tl1eir minority and sometimes beyond.
• In the event of either parent's death or disability while
the child is a minor, the child may receive substantial Social
Security and other benefits based on tl1e deceased or disabled parent's work record, and may also be the beneficiary
of worker's compensation benefits, of a wrongful death action, and of intestate succession.
• Adoption means that either parent can provide workplace benefits to the child, including medical, dental and life
111surance.
• Adoption means botl1 parents are autl1orized to make
medical and school-related decisions.
• Adoption also ensures that each child may continue
his or her relationship with botl1 parents in the event the
parents separate.

..

To learn more about Maine's new adoption law or to
find a referral for an adoption lawyer, contact GLAD at
617-426-1350 or at http://me.glad.org/ . •
Over 60 people attended the Adoption Forum in Portland on October
25. Speaking to the group is Mary Bonauto, lead al/orney in the successful lawsuit rhat won the right for same-sex couples in Maine to
adopt children jointly. Attorneys Pat Peard and Judy Berry also deserve credit for this historic ruling.

Who is affected by the ruling?
This case affects Maine children ·who need permanent
homes and the families who want to adopt them. Specifically:
• Children in DHHS custody who are cared for by
qualified foster parents who seek to adopt jointly may now
do so.
• Children who are born to an unmarried couple may
now be adopted by both of their parents as long as no third
legal parent exists.
• Children adopted by one parent from a private agency
may now be adopted together by both of tl1eir parents.

SUSAN FARNSWORTH
ATTORNEY AT LAW
G/UB/T-friendly General Practice of Law

Show Your Colors
Advertise in the Equality1-faine newsletter and reach
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$150 Half page (vertical) ........... . . 3.5"w x 10"h
$ 85 Quarter page (vertical) .......... 3.5''w x 4.75"h
S 40 Business card (horizontal) ..... . 3.5"w x 2.125"h
Advertise annually (4 issues per year) and receive a 20%
discount (full payment required with first publication).

103 Brunswick Ave. , Suite. #1 (Rte. 201)
Gardiner, ME 04345

For more information or to reserve a space in the next
newsletter, contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732 or
brian@equalitymaine.org.

Tel (207) 582-3330
Cell (207) 626-3312
Fax (207) 582-3332 www.susanfarnsworth.com
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5

Annual Report
Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007

O

n the follo·wing five pages is EqualityMaine's annual
report for fiscal year October 1, 2006-September 30,
2007. The report is divided into four areas-Program, Donors, Development, and Finances.

Program:
•

•

•

•

•

TI1anks to a $15,000 grant from HRC in fall 2006, we
hired three field organizers and campaigned in eight
legislative districts where pro-equality incumbents
were vulnerable or where we had an opportunity to
elect a new pro-equality candidate. We distributed literature to 3,249 voters, made 3,465 phone calls, and
won 7 of those 8 races. \'v'hile we increased voter turnout in each targeted district, we were credited with making the difference in Sen. Lynn Bromley's victory over
conservative Rep. Kevin Glynn.
Through a grant from Maine Initiatives' Chrysalis
Youth Fund, we added a fourth field organizer who
focused solely on college campus volunteer recruitment efforts.

In November and December 2006, Board President
Matthew Dubois hosted three "President's Circles"
across the state. President's Circles are townhall-like
events where EqualityMaine members talk directly with
the President of EqualityMaine about LGBT issues of
concern to them. We invited all attendees to then serve
on a host committee of a local community event that
EqualityMaine organized soon thereafter, as a fundraiser for our legislative work. The tl1ree community
events were held in Ogunquit, Augusta, and Bangor in
January and February 2007 .
In December 2006 we launched our first ever DVDan awesome educational tool produced in collaboration
wiili Maine Civil Liberties Union, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD), and filmmaker Molly
O'Neil. It features three Maine gay and lesbian couples,
who tell their story of why marriage matters to tl1em.
We have distributed over 400 copies of the DVD and
have had over 35 formal showings and discussions. It's
on YouTube at http:/ / w\vw.youtube.com/ watch?
v=jCzJn3PRhfk.

TI1anks to our profound partnership witl1 GLAD, we
were able to hire in January 2007 a top notch lobbyist
from Bernstein, Shur, Sawyer and Nelson for the 2-year
legislative session 2007-2008. Kate Knox did an outstanding job as EqualityMaine's lobbyist in 2007 and is
currently laying the groundwork for more LGBT progress in 2009.

•

In March 2007 we hired a new field organizer, Matthew Moonen, to carry out our important legislative
and electoral field efforts.

•

We had a successful legislative session Oan-June 2007):
O

O

O

O

O

O

We passed our primary piece oflegislation: LD 375,
an amendment to Family Medical Leave. EqualityMaine led a coalition of organizations that drafted
the bill, organized a riveting public hearing for the
Labor Committee, made over 865 phones calls to
our members, generating 184 constituent calls to
state legislators, and worked ,vith legislative leaders ·
w1til it was finally signed into law.
We provided recommendations in drafting, and
then testified at tl1e public hearing, of legislation
that amends Maine's absentee ballot laws to allow
domestic partners to request and drop off absentee
ballots.
We opposed legislation that would have made it a
crime to use a public bathroom tl1at was designated for use by a gender different than tl1e gender
a person was assigned at birth. The bill died in
committee. At the public hearing, Jean Vermette
from Bangor and Kael Parker from Portland provided the committee wiili outstanding trans 101
education.
We provided recommendations in the drafting of
legislation tl1at allows LGBT business owners to
waive workers' compensation coverage for their
domestic partners.
Against our principles, we worked to defeat a bill
that would have allowed a change in gender designation on a driver's license. We fully support
people changing their gender designation on a
driver's license, but this bill was not the right approach. The Department of Motor Vehicles currently allo\vs people who are post-op to change
their gender designation and although not all trans
people will have surgery, when we go through the
legislature for more substantive changes to tl1e law,
we will support a bill that addresses more areas and
is less cumbersome.
In a controversial bill tl1at passed, EqualityMaine
testified neitl1er for nor against a recommendation
from the Federal CDC calling for routine HIV
testing in healtl1 care settings. We proposed compromise language that we believe would have allowed for routine HIV testing while maintaining
important patient protections.

(continued on page 7)
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Annual Report
(continued from page 6)

O

•

We testified neither for nor against a bill to remove
clergy as signatories on marriage licenses. Our
testimony shed light on the intersection of civil
marriage and religious marriage and the importance
of religious blessings of the relationships of mm1y
same-sex couples.

\Vhat follows is a progress report on our 3-year public
education campaign on marriage. This campaign
began in 2006 and objectives must be met by the end of
2008 in order to have laid the groundwork necessary
for successful political action on marriage in 2009.
O

In June 2007, we awarded three $1,000 Joel Abromsom Scholarships to high school seniors in Maine-

Abby McCann, Winslow High School; Hazel Stark,
Hampden Academy; Juliet Carrington, Cape Elizabeth
High School. Over the next year, we are upgrading our
scholarship program to include a summer internship at
EqualityMaine, where we'll pay students a stipend of
$2,000 for two months of work and send them off to
school with an additional $2,000 scl1olarship award.
•

•

On August 30, 2007, Maine's Law Court ruled unanimously that same-sex couples may now jointly
adopt children in Maine. This is a huge victory for
LGBT families in Maine, where many parents have
been legal strangers to their children-harming the children by denying them important protections. We thank
GLAD and Pat Peard for this historic victory. We'll be
helping GLAD host several educational forums on
adoption around the state in 07 and 08.

O

O

O

O

O

Train 250 LGBT leaders and allies on marriage
messages and counter arguments-100 have
been trained thus far.
Organize 65 speaking engagements to schools,
social service clubs, churches, businesses and
other strategic groups-35 down, 30 to go!
Marriage DVDs distributed to 900 activists and
policy makers-400 distributed in 2007, 500 to
be distributed in 2008.
Collect and distribute 15,000 postcards in support of marriage to key legislators and the governor-we'll have over 8,000 by the end of 2007.
Organize in-district constituent meetings on marriage with 78 key legislators-these are time consuming efforts, by end of 2007 we'll have had 25
constituent meetings / conversations.
Grow our newly formed Religious Coalition for
the Freedom to Marry to include 100 clergy by
(Continued on page 10)
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Annual Report - Donors
Fiscal Year October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007
Donations of $1000+
Ale,;: Benl & Briau Randall
D a\•id Becker
Macy Bonauto & Jennifer Wciggins
Fa-r Brodell & Sue Davis
!\.Lehn.el Che.nix
.A.1u1ette & Rob Elowi.tch
Lawrence Jackson & Steve Floyd
Chris Massey
Jau McCliurock & lvleclde Mullee
.1\-larian McCul!'
W'eston l\iillike:n
Richard Moll
John Mullen
P atricia P eard & Alice Brock
Wallace Pinfold
Clara Porter & Daii.iel Holl.idat"
Steve Ryan & .Jim Bishop
'
Diaoe Sammer & Pamela Dennis
Betsy St'Illth & J eiu1ifer H oopes
Barbarn A . Wood
Ellis \,;;' oodward

Donations of $500-999
Linda Abramson
Fredt'rick Bohen
Ki!tl1y & Bob Crispin
Sarah Demarest
Beth Dobson & P aul Driscoll
Paul Drolet
Matthew Dubois & David Harrington
Robe.rt Echols
William Horwood
Willis & Susan Higgi.us
James Kilbcerh
Norma Kraus-Eule
Jean Lavigne & Patricia H ofmaster
Shawn L1Grega
Dottie lvlelanson
Barbara Porter
Sharon Rosen & John Newton
Debomh Rutter&. Kathleen Di.mrock
Moira SbatiAhan
Susan T remblny

Donations of $250-499
Phil & Susan Bartlett
Maurice Brettou
Paul Burtner
Cecelia Bu.men
Scott Cowger & V10CT.ut Hannan
Bill Cccightou
i\-lichad Czaallecki
Stcplien Duval
Susan Farnsworth
Keith Gamache
Eric Guudberg & Joshun Stevens
Dau Hartignn
Na ncv Hudak & Emest Easter
1\.fcredith Hunt & Melissa Ham.kins
Doug J..:.immd & Ron Schwizev
Mothilde Krun
Jean Lllmond
.l\-lacy 1foli,
Pnmela McCaun
Trudy & Joo MC1'>iulty
Rodne~· Mondor & Ray Dwnont
John Grl!'gory Music
Mru:garet Ann O lson
Christine Palmer & Arian Heald
Normand Paquin
David Rooks & Mack Philibert
Jane Roock
Dwight Sholes
L:111gston Snodgrass
Howard Solomon
Alan Srearns & _-\usti.n Brown
Lee Swislow-

leao Vermetre
)ane \\7 einstei..t1
David Ziff & .Alan Bell

Donations of $1-249
Karen Abbott

Leslie Abro11s
Eleanor Acheson
Tustin A.lfond
·Deb Alford & Rubv Parka
Susan Allell.1
·
Donglas A.lien
Pe ter Allen & Bruce Smith
Lew Allessio & Jin1 Shaft~
Aim• Ahvard & ·Lori Voorn11s

MdnA.nde.rson
Erik A. nthony
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Cushman & Karen Alltl1onv
Anne Arcliibllld
·
Joan Arnold
·D ebbie Atwood
Carlyle Backstrom
Mack Baker
Gloria Ba11ach
Gerald Ba1U1er
Elizabeth & Leo Barrington
Chris Barsrow
Rich:trd Ba.rtlett

Susrui Bartlett
Leah Bartlev
Roberta BaSs
James Bate
Lucie Bauer & Anue Kiermaier
Da.,,Yn Baumer
T . Christopher & Katherine Beach
Elizabeth Beaue
Ronald & Llian Hadev Beard
Juue Bedocd
.
Colleen Bedard
Elizabeth Beeche.r
David Belville
Diane Bcnuekamper & Lorraine Mart.in
Gretchen Berg & Gwyneth Jones
Marcia Berman
Brenda Bettison
Wiley Beveridge
Douald Bickford
Robin Bickford
John & Judith Bielecki
·Nancv Birkhimer
Merrih Bittner & Nancy Noppn
Suzam1e Bbck.bum
Juditl1 Blake & Cru:ol Bun
·wrrv Blancberre
Dan ·Blaocehtte & Phil Drake
1=rv Bliss,
Susn!lBock·. .
Arifa Boehler
Brianna Boggs
Annie Boissevain
Clara Bolduc
Harold Bootl1
Je.'1.llie Bourke & Marcia G rROt
Joel Bowie
Peter & Suzanne Bowman
Meli ssa Bovd & Andre3 \Varre:o
Leslie BBllc.:lto
Elena Brandt
Joseph & Oaire Brannigan
Carolvn Bliss Branson
Ronafd Lee Breazeale
1-i arv Breen
Michael Brennan &Joou Martay
Carol Brewer & Rachelle Morrison
Carol Brigg,
Kriston Briggs
George Brissette
Donna Broderick & Eleanor Daniels
Michelle & Macia Brodsky
Louise Brooke & D eb Bopsie
Frank Brooks & Muvin Elli.sou
Paul Brooks
Elise Brown
D eborah Bruce
Suz2.ll11e Bruuner
Meredith Bruskin & Donna Short
Brenda Buch.arum & Diane Keutr
Laura Buffi & Kerri Carbone
·
J:meBnrkC"
Ron & Tess Burke
l\fark Bums
F rnokli.n & Susan Burroughs
Sandt" Butler
David Cadigan
Lindsey & .Andrew Cadot
Emih·Cain
NanC\· Caldwell
Se•n Crunpbell
J~ Cauarie.
\,;;1esle,· Ca,mcll
Carol Capomaccio
Joru1 Carrier
Jerry Cnsey
Alison Co.shin
Judy Chamberlain & Kru:eu i\foclin
Peter Clumdler & Michncl Hancock
Weudy Chapkis & Gabriel Demaine
Susan Chase & Patricia Smith
Douald Chase
Anne Clack
Forest Clark
Pan! Clifford
Rita Clifford & Sara Jane Elliot
Julie Cockley & Weiid;-Meru1cd
Priscilb. Coffin
Marcia Cohen & David \X.'ag11er
Ja.n Collins

Susan Comvn s
Pett>rCook.
Kelly Cookson & T rncy Goodridge
T crry Uc Cookson & Marion Bbsz.ies
Catllerine Cooper & H enrv Horn
Dennis Corliss
·
Carol Corso
.John.Joseph Costello III
John Costin & R.1chel Phipps
Richard Couch
Barbarn Cox
Christian Crawford
Dean Crocker
Daphne Crocker
Jeanine Croc.kctc & C.R. Peck
·George Crockett
DougCmgcr
Glenn CWluui.ng,
Alicia Curtis & K.athv Prnrr
Phil & Catl1arint> Cu(tis
Pcrcr Daigle
Richard & Priscilln Dalv
Kendra Dause
·
Joanne D 'A.rcangclo
Tamiko Davies & T errr Guerette
BentlC"V D~n~is
.
Ronald & Shirl01· Dsvis
Talya Dav.is-Joh;1son
Rosemarit' D e_..\ngelis
Robert & Johuda De Levie
Jcmllfer Derice
1farv Ellen Deschenes & D :wid Talbott
Lsa.DiFrauza
Caro.I Diolllle & Marr Lou Vitali
Marylee Dodge
·
Ann Donaghy & Nancy Gunzclmaun
l\-fary Doughe~·
Michelle Dubois & Renee Seinfeld
Je111lltCr Duddy
Maxine Duffv
Carl DuplissiS
Noncv & Pliilip Durgin
Joel Eastman
Lynn & St.cplianie Eckersley-Rav
Janet & li.Ldiael Efron
·
·
Patrirul Ellen
Jessica Eller & Chris Fitze
.Karen Emerson & Patricia Wetmore
David Emery

GuyEmerr
P.:ltt'.icia Et;der
P eter EnggAss
Elaine Epstein
Junes Estes & David Cannous
·suz2nol!' Estler
Alicia FagRD
Ca thrvn Falwell & Peter ~firkin
D nvid & Stacy Farrington
Irving F1mnce & Jan Collins
\~illow Femmechild
l 2me'!s Fielder
·s hcui· Fine
Moni~a Fischbach
Mack Fitzgerald
Ma~ie Foley
Cawe Fontaine & Krista \'t;atsou
Laura Fortman
Slln Foster
Macy Fence
Ellen Freed
St1nley & Madcleiue Free.mru1
Jo.au & Lowell Frei.mru1
Paulene French
1iichad Friendly
Na.ncy Fritz & J:rne Gilbert
Kilth,• Gagne
Jude Gagner
Rfl1ph Gngnoo
Valeri.I!' Gnllin
Gregor Gamble
Donna Ga.am
loan Geisler
·Lee Cntler Giles
Kevin Gilg•o
Clifford Ginn
Jeona & Dn clene Gius berg
Leslie Goode
Brenda Goodwin
Robert Gordon & Juan Pnri,10
Laura Gottfried & Meli.nd=i. Plasrns
Mary .Jam< Gould
Lani Graham
Cilrol Gray
Bob Greei1e
Jenniier Gre:gg
H . \Xlilliam Gregory
i\·lich2.d & Margaret Grjffm
Eliza Griscom
Joa.u Grossmau
Tracy Hall
T.I. Hai1gcr
Patricia Ha11rnhru1
Philip Hausen
Joseph Hans lip
TI1om Hamett & Lisa. Copenhav
Bill Harnsberger
Lawa Harper & Lauren ~:lier

Steve Harris
LY1U1 Harrison
E·d-..,!flrd Hasl!'tt & D~xid Cates
1':..'ttltl.ecn Hawkins
Scott Hawkins & Ross Harpest1d
Jean Hay Bright
Jodi Hayashida
Carol Hayden & Richard Hall
Jen.J.J.i.fe..r & Malcolm Hayd~u
Cathv H:aves & Kiite Stern
Kare.n He°ck & Bruce Olson
K.11hy & Jim Helming
lohu Hende.rsou
LA. Heney
Robert & i\'iary Hidlebrandt
Jou Hiuck
·
G eorge Hixon & Diane Oberbeck
Ba.crr Hobb.ins
Rob<rt & Liza Hobbs
Je.J.J.n.ifcr H odsou..
·Morg:111 Hoover
John Howard
TI1oma s Hudson
Stephen Hughes
Lvu.n Hw1ter & David Nordstrom
Georgiaunn & Fred Huntress
Darlene Huntress
Craig Hntchinson
Chrisropher Ike
Nicole Irvin & Nancy.Jedrey
Roger Irvjng
Jaullen Jacobs & Gregg Raymond
Ole & Sa.11drn Jaegt>r

TomJnnenda
Elizabeth Janeway
Diua .Jelli;on & Jolu1 Wnll
Mcrcditl1 Johnson
Myke Jolmson & Margy Dow2er
Sandra Jones
Andrev.7 Jones & Scott Hanson
Je:u1.Jocda11
Eugene K.apaloski
Ed10Kaply
Nancy Kru:p
Bob & Ellie h!ltes
Ronni Katz
.All.isou Keef
David Keith & Stephen Simpson
Edward & N ancy Kelle.her
Robert K.ellerma·n
Alia. Kellogg
Suzanne & Robert hell,·
Frederick & N:Halie Ke;nper
K.1thy Kigin & Lenora T mssell
Mitchell Kihn & Barb:tra Brusil.a
Craig King
Rouald King
Aune Ki.unev
Rita Kissen & Nonn Rasulis
1eaune & Paul Klaiuer
.Deborah Kiiapp
.Ma,gie Knight
Jess & Kate Knox
Diane: Kopec
Perrr Krasow
Patti' Kristiansen
KenKwllu
Rob~rta K.ur.iloff
Marr Lake
Ly~1 Lrunsteio
Britt-Marie L'lfsson & Mnrilvn Zarkos
Robert & Jacqueline L.'5koff
Pamela Uwrason
Gloria Leach
Sarah LcOaice
Cory Legassie
Rosalind Lewis
Phyllis Libby
Catherine Lok
DaYid & Pennv Little
Sand, Lovell ·
C11roie Luce
M. K. Lynch
Brian MacFarla.nd & Ia.n Brockus
Ke\"Ul l\fohanev
Cristina :Ma.Icoi.msou
MargoMallru:
Rob~rt J\.fanganello
Bru:rr Manson & I\fike K2Wer
Margaret & Roger :M archand
James Martin
Miclmel Manin
Paul i\fartino
Jessica Masse
)auie & Stauley !vfathicu
Janet 1fay
Arthur & Martha Ma\.·o
Paul !\'1:azgelis
'
Mack McAuliffe
Jenni.fer McCa.nn
·Amber i\kCaslin
Bence McClt>nahan
R.J . McCamish & Pe:.ter Bcowu
Da.Je .M cComllck
Caren l\lcCourtnl!'y & Gabrielle: W'dlman

(conrinued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
Susan MrCrav
Jewel :M cHal; & Celeste Gosselin
JolUl MCNl)'
Ellis & i\fary McKccu
Helen & James McKcndry

Christopher .McLaughlin ·
Dom ~k,.\fahoo
Margarrt McNulry
Kc.ista ?vlcQueenev
l.arinda :Meade & ·Sara Davis
lvisrina Medinger
James Mdloh
·Pameb Merchant & Ki.rb\· Sack
SolonMmill
·

Stephanie Merrill
Kim l\·[essner
Eric Metzler

FlorC".ucr Roomr ~fryer
Linda Mever
1:unes ?v!i~haud

·

l\lil«. J\.Wes
Tom Miller
Rhonda Millen

Bumw :Mills
Rosr'11larv Monahan

:Micl1ael :&Iontgomery
1llmiMoore
Jane Moore
Silvf'r Moore-Uamon
John Moran
Michael & Rashelle Morcom

Darren Morgan
Sue .Morl:ta & Sue \V'cst
P en n\' & Robert Morris
Teag1\e Morris & Dusty Small

Rachd l\frers
Sus:m Nadean

RudvNMvaez
Sive.Ncifon
Clu:istina Nelligon
Chci.sNewcomb
Paul & Sue Newliu
Evdyn Newlyn

Rosa Noreen

}

Bmce Nore.lius
Niki Norman
Colleen O 'Counell
Desmoud & Joan O'Hara
ChcrrlO'Hcir
David O 'Heic
D cs try Oldham-Siblcv & Jnlic Head
Jorge Oli\•ares & l\farc Stein
Julie Ouellene
·Louise Packness & D :n·id Moltz
Kimb:tll Page & Jolin Webster
John & Joaune Painter
Martha & Norman Palmer
Philip & Sylvi. Palm«
Heil!)' Paradis & Snlly Witman
Dau & Fenn Paris
Sarah &Jackie P:ukcr-Hohncs
Betsy Parsous
Herbert Pll!sons
Dat'id Passer & Marc l\fo.xwell
Sus:m Pate
S2liv-Lou Patterson
Jcumicr Paty & Ams Blake
"Jim Pcrlcv ·
·
·Ricluud Pemr
Ed Pc
.
Eric & Kristin Langcllier Pete.rsoo
Dian Petty
\~'illiarn r'tciffcr
Tina Phillips
Teresa Phinney & Jant Moore
ElnU1e Picc.i ni
Joseph Piergrossi & Trevor Coyne
Chcllic Pingree
Arlene Pis\ilpia
Snzaunah Pogue & Sandy Jones
Leslie Fny Pomerantz
Helen & Pamda Price-Wharff
Richard Prouty
Lucy Quimby..
Erica & Kate Quit1-EasteL
Jo ~dner & Snsan l.aJ1ser
Eve Raimon & Mary Dougherty
Dale & .Anne- Rand
John furnd
·B moks Randolph
Louctte Rllppoport
Robin Rasala
M.rl R.1sche
Gregg Raymond
John Morrill Read
.H o,\•ard Reblll
Lojs Reckitt
Peter Rc-e,,;

Rebecca Re.oaud
lolm Renscnbriuk
.Robert Re.nwick
Melis" Rheaume & Angela Blier
Deborah Rice
Jody Rich
Penny Rich
Jolm ·Richnrdsou
Tim Richru:dson
f..:.en Rideout
DUl.rn, Rigg
Peter Rines & James Smith
Richard Roberge
Nnncy Roberts
John & Nara.lia Robinson
Richard Robi11soll
?\.fartba Rogas
Jason Ronco
·Stephen & \Vilma Rose
Jeffrey Rosen
Larry Rosenberg
George & Cevia Rosol
Steven & ~..\.manda Rowe
Elizabcrh Ruff
Carlton & Lorna Russell
Patricia Ryan & David ~ -'estphal
Mam·Sabol
\v'ilfum Saltonstall
\Villi.am Sandsrcad
Paul Sarli
i\'1ike Savage & Bob Lorenz
Till & EdSnxbv
] 1111 Schaffer ·
Elizabeth Schncider-Tobi Lc:.uma Schneider
Ann Schonberger
Ash.le,• Schum:1.che.r
Jeffre}· Schwartz
.M ich.ad Score
Nancy Lyun Sco\""CUltBob Semple & Bob Kenneally
AmYSe:wick
BmCe & Karen s~·ick
Rebecca Sewick
Linda Sha.nnon
Maggie Shaw
Elizabctl1 & John Shcrblom
David Shemian
Kimberly Simmons & Craig Bromley
K ylc Slayback
Llcey Sloan
Marrbe,s•Small
Caci Smirh
Debra Smith
..Alison Smith
Robin Smith
Tina Smith
Ellen Smith-Erb
Kenueth Solano
C\·nthia Sortwell
sUsan Soro
Caroline Southall
Ger.ry Southlud
Sns:U:1 Sporaco
Lucinda Spencer
Sarah Spencer
Judv Spiller
Cathleen Stadili
\\7ells Stalev-Man
S:uah Standiford
Robe.rt Stanwood
le.nsoa Steel
·T imothr Stein
David Stensland
Kate Stern
Henrv & Patricia Ste-wart
?\.iich;el Stick.nev
N an Stone·
Donald Stratton
C,'Uthia Stroud & Susan Shaw
D.aunr Sullivan
Tom Sumner
Ed Snslovic & Jenni.fer Southard
EmilrSwan ·
K.ate.Switl
Martin Swinger & Bciw Kaufm:tn
Eliz.abcrh S.z,1rkowslci
Steven Taylor & Tracy Gregoire
Sheldon T eplcr
Anne Ter\\ic:ele
Srnn.lcY & C:nhr Tetenman
Lind.,;, Thgpci1-Pavloff
Carol TI1ompson
Philip TI1ompson
Sarah 1l1ompson
Nicholas Toothaker
\\-'clliogron Clough T oppau & Peggy Shneffer
Cluisrioe T orraco & Rita Za.nichkowsh.--y

Kenneth Town
Michelle Trahnn
Frederick Tripp
H:umah Trowbridge & :Mary Ann Gesner
Nancr Tucker
Lisa Vaccaro
David V a.rdeman
Mark Violette
Allen Voisine
Anthony Volponi
Harold \"On Uhner & Brian Grenn:tu
St1u Waisanen
Richard Wnitzkin
Rita Wakefield
Jeau Walcem & Vich.;Johnson
Vicki Walsh
Wendy Walsh & Jcriellc Yowig
Philip Walton
Na.i1cr \\-'audt"cec & Susan Saunders
Cvntlua Ward
Gregory & Anne \Var!t"n
Roberta \\:7ashbum & Eliznbeth Jaccoma
Don.n..'l \X1ate.nnau
·
Marth°"· Webb & lzik Youker
Anne Weele
i\b.n·Beth Wleltou
EcL.{a \~entworth
Jennifer West
l\fargnret Wctzd (
Diane \X•11itakcr
Kate \~'hite Lewis
K..1thlct"u Wh.iteLrw
Thomas \Vhitney
John \'('ickc.ndc,i
Scott \V.ilk.t"rson
Megan \\Tillinms
KathvWilson
Jame; Wise
\Villiam Witl1crcll
Rich \Vood & Plwllis Hev
Kellecyn Wood & Nanci Qui.tu
Richard & Deborah Woodbu.ry
Gracie \X'oochvard & Tueresn Tu.rgr-on
Sarah Worthing
F. Diant" Yeomans
Clam Yim
Je.rcy ~·· \nu Yoder
Beth & Katherine: Yvonne
Victoria Zavasnik
Hden Zidowecki
Anne Zill

Business Donors
249 loc.
Allen Avenue Unitaria.11 Universalist Church
American C\ilncc:r Societv
•.\.nthon-r"s .-,\merica.i1 Kitchen
.Arrows 'Restaurant
The _..\straea foundation., foe
Back Cove Cmmsdi.ug Center
Ba.nk of America
Bicycle. Coalitio1.1 of Maine
BrCad & Roses
Coffee by Design
Deborah Rutter, Coldwell Bnnke.c
Condom Sense
Alfred Depew
Diversified Communicatious
Eastern ~fountaju Sports
ET Transportation Services, Inc.
1110mas Fallon Fine Photography
The Farm, Mars Hill
Susan Farnsworth, Anomey at Law
The Field Mouse
Five County Credit Union
Fraunic Peabody Ccuter
Full Circle Synergy T'ai Chi Ch'ua.11
G.J\.L Pollack & Sons Jewelers
Gay & Lesbian .Advocates a.i1d Defenders
Gay & Lesbian Victory Fuud
G-.l.y Fw1 in Maine
G.zebo lou
Gill Follllclatioo
GLSEN Sonthem Maine
Hnircut 100
Ha.rbor i\fasters
HealthReacb Network
Holiday Inn by the Bay
Honeck & O'Toole
Human Rights Campnigo
Innewsweeklv
Tanya Busch; Keller W'ilfo1ms
Nru1q Field, Keller \'\-'illiams
Beckie Kit"r
Kilbride & H:lUis Insurai1ce Services LLC
Nonna KJ:aus-Eule, MS\\', LCS\\7
The Law Oftice.s ofDo\•le & Nelson
TI1c League ofYotlllg \ foters
Lcapin' Lizards
Lee Auto ivfoll
Luna Sea A.rt
Ma.i.t1e Bank & Tmsc
l\faine Cudiology Associates
?daine Communirr Foundation
:Maine Community Foundation, Eqnity Fund

nfaiuc Democrntic Parrv
i\faine Department ofLnbor
Maine Education Associ:ltioo
Maine lnitiacives
Maine In.iti.atives, Chrvsalis YoutJ1 Fuud
i\:[ainc Jewish Film Fc.stivaJ
1-1a.i.neSt!t"t"t
MaincShnre
Mni1.1c SpcakOut Proiecc
Maint \\.'omen's Lobby
Maple Hill Farm h1n
Mary Malia, i\L'llia Consulting Services
1-kFn.rlane & Field Associates
Leah Bartley, Merrill Lynch
i\,Ierrymeeting AIDS Support Services, Inc.
MS Plumbing
NAACP Portland Branch
National Gay and Lesbian Task Force
Nomia Bout~quc
North Shore Mus.ic TI1eatt"r
No[\ny Savings B:mk
Eric Gundberg, Novaya i\-fortgage
Ogi.mqu.ir Playhouse

Pampered Pooch
Pande1nonium
TI1e Perennin.l lnn
People for Bliss
Plance Dog Foundation
Pb.nned Pll!enthood ofNorthem New Eugland
Portland Architectural Salvnge
Portland Phocni.".
Portland Plavcrs
Portland Stage Company
Proteus Fw1d
Red Sht"d Conage :it Picken Hill Fru:m
HeatJ1e.r R.icha.mb\ilult
Rowe Camp & Conference Crutcr
Sanford Insurn.nce Agency
Sea Dog Brewing Co.
Sialll Cit,. Cnfe
Solidago. F0tu1d.ation
Styx.,
Timr W'uner Cnble
Uuit.1ria.i1 Uuiversalist Society of B~ngor
USM's Center for Sexualities & Gender Divers1ty
Verizou
Vicki Canrrell, Maine Mortgage Group
Videoport
Vogel & Dubois PA
Voila Hair & Day Spa
\\7arren Currier & Buchanan
Marc Libby, \"Vt"lls Fargo Home Mortg~gc
W'oodfords Congregational Church, DCC

Donations Made In Memory Of
Bob Davidoff
Barbara-"· Wood
Robin Lambert
Linda .Abromson
Gabriel John Chasse
:i\latthC\.\1 Dubois & David Huringtou
Evdyn Duncan
Elinor Goldberg
Philip & Susau Ha.i.t1t"s
~1:irjocie Huris & Pett"! Lambert
Barbara A. \'\'ood

Richard S1einman
Peter Asen
Stephen & Robert B.atchc.lder
~1rs. Beckman
l>Lckcy Fricdm:rn
George Gottfried & Kimberly StromGottfried
Bruce Kenney
Rachel Lowe & ~-like Bigos
Breuda McGowan
Barb= Rich

Donations Made In Honor Of
Anderson/Fisk Wedding
Bill & Sue Barker
Lcslit" & Pt"ter Merrill
Gild.1 N:irdone
Carhy Plourd<
Sharon Rosen & John Newton
Ellen V.P. Wells·
Anne Zill

Eve,y effort has been made lo ensure this
list 's accuracy.
However, mistakes,
omissions, and 01her blunders inevi1ably
slip by. and we sincerely apologize for any
error rhai may have occurred.
Please contact EqualityMaine regarding
any corrections, comments or querrions. ,
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end of 2008-great response from clergy across
the state, 25 signed on so far.
Respond in all major daily newspapers to LGBT
news articles, editorials and letters-to-the-editor
through our Media Response Team-we organized
an awesome response to a Portland Press Herald editorial on marriage in Jw1e, but only 3 of 15 lettersto-the-editor were printed in response to adoption
ruling and stories about the first official same-sex
couple adoption in Maine.
Work closely with House and Senate efforts to
identify, recruit and elect pro-equality legislative
candidates in the November 08 elections.

Development:
•

•

•

•

•

JO

Our partnership with Gill Foundation deepened in fall
2006 when they granted us $50,000 for general support
and capacity building. Typically, Gill funds us at about
$25,000 a year. This enabled us to hire our first-ever Administrative Assistant Qohn McKenna), upgrade our technology (new phone system and computers), and generally
support our program work.
A new partnership began in fall 2006 when the Civil Marriage Collaborative, hosted by the Proteus Fund, funded
us $40,000 for our work on marriage. They shifted their
priorities for 07-08 to fund primarily the states that are
likely to win marriage in the next 1-2 years. While Maine
does not qualify for that category, they still funded us
$35,000 for the good progress we're making toward full
equality for LGBT families.
We hosted a successful Annual Awards Dinner in
March 2007, with 425 attendees, outstanding awardees,
and a well received program. We grossed $36,750 and
netted $20,500. These receipts do not count scholarship
appeal income. While our net income went down from
2006 to 2007 ($25,000 to $20,500), we pulled off this
event with no development director-Development Director Erica Quin-Easter left Equality.Maine in November
2006.
We hired a new development director, Brian Sandberg,
in March 2007 to carry out the ever important work of
raising money for EqualityMaine.
We hosted what may possibly become EqualityMaine's
signature summer event in Bangor: EqualityFolk: A
Community Social, an event held during the American
Folk Festival in August on the Penobscot River. Equality-

Folk is a 3-hour reception on Saturday of the festival
weekend, where people come for free food, cash bar, and
networking with other LGBT people in the area.

Finance:
EqualityMaine Foundation
Income
Donations
Event Revenue
Grants
Other Revenue

Amount
$ 58,184
$ 36,183
$104,413
$ 11,908

Percent
28%
17%
49%
6%

Total Income

$210,688

100%

Program
Development
Operating

$130,331
$ 42,042
$ 37,838

62%
20%
18%

Total expenses

$210,211

100%

Net Income

s

Expenses

477

EqualityMaine
Income
Donations
Event Revenue
Grants
Other Revenue

$ 44,967
$ 10,754
$ 20,297
$ 1,413

58%
14%
26%
2%

Total Income

$ 77,431

100%

Program
Development
Operating

$ 69,606
$ 2,428
$ 8,903

86%
3%
11%

Total expenses

$ 80,937

100%

Net Income

$ (3,506)

Expenses

EQUALITYMAINE MEMBERS, OPEN A CHECKING
ACCOUNT AT FIVE COUNTY CREDIT UNION
& RECEIVE FREE CHECKSI
We want to be your financial institution of choice.
Five Coun ty Credit Union's

Sl1arel1older's lr1vestn1ent Prograrn
EARN A DIVIDEND YIELD SIMILAR TO A CD WITH A MINIMUM DEPOSIT
OF JUST $5.00! A GREAT TOOL TO START A SERIOUS SAVINGS PLAN
WITH A HIGH RATE OF RETURN!

4.594 °/o apy*
J.
FIVE COUNTY
+
CREDIT UNION

Banking Solutions You Can Trust

Ell

Your Savings insured to
$350,000

*4.594% apy as of 11 / 10/07. Account holders must give a 90 day notice of intent to withdraw. Withdrawal on available funds only. Failure to give notice of
withdrawal will result in 90 clays of dividend penalty. Rates are subject to change. Mention E qualilyMaine member ship lo receive check offer.
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Pro-Equality Candidates Victorious in Special Elections
(contin ued from page 4)
to our candidate questionnaire. In District 99 in the Sebago
area, we endorsed Kate Smith, a physical therapist, school
board member and another strong supporter of equality for
LGBT people.
EqualityMaine ran phone banks and mailed campaign
literature to our members in these three districts, totaling
over 350 member contacts. Pat Jones and lv1ike Carey won
their campaigns, but Kate Smith came up a bit short.

In addition to the special legislative elections in Jw1e,
pro-equality candidates endorsed by EqualityMaine in 2007
won three out of four races, giving us good momentum as
we head into the crucial 2008 election season.
We congratulate Pat Jones and :Mike Carey on their victories and look forward to working with them as EqualityMaine and its coalition partners work to win full equality for
LGBT people. •

Make YOUR Pledge for Equality!
Become a Sustaining Partner
\X!hen you become a Sustaining Partner, your monthly donation helps provide steady, reliable income
for EqualityMaine to respond quickly and effectively to discrimination and move Maine towards full equality.
$10 a month supports our campaign to generate 15,000 constituent-signed legislative postcards on full
equality for LGBT families .
$15 a month supports our efforts to organize 65 educational events where we show and discuss our DVD
on marriage.
$25 a month supports our organizing of 78 in-district legislative meetings, where constituents talk one-onone with their legislators about equality.
$50 a month enables us to produce educational materials, such as fliers, brochures, and copies of our DVD
on marriage, for a wide variety of venues.
Become a Sustaining Partner today, and put your pledge to work for equality immediately.
}< --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner! Please start charging my monthly contribution of:

Ll $10

Ll $15

Ll $25

Ll $50

i:1$_ _

(Sustaining Partner pledges of any a.mount are welcome)
Exp. D ate - - - - - - - - - - - - Please direct my contribution to (check one):
_
_

Equa.lityMaine Fow1dation (501 c3 educational a.rm, tax-deductible)
Equa.lityMaine (501c4 political arm, not tax-deductible)

Mail your pledge to Equa.lityMaine, PO Box 1951, Portland ME 04104 or fax to 207-761-3752. For more
information or to join by phone, contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732 or brian@equalitymaine.org. Thanks
for your Sustaining support!
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ENDA Passes with No Transgender Protections
(continued from page 3)

principled vote ever. Congressman 1\:Lchael 1\:Lchaud voted
on ENDA to leave no one in the LGBT community behind!
Despite the enormous pressure representatives were
under to vote for a bill that excludes gender identity, Congressman 1\:Lchaud listened to the people of Maine who said,
''\Ve stand on principle in Maine. We don't leave part of the
community behind, even though it may be easier politically."
Congressman Michaud, EqualityMaine, and the more
than 350 LGBT organizations across the country who form
United ENDA are committed and well positioned to ensure
a fully-inclusive bill is introduced in the next Congresswhen passage in the Senate and the signature of a new President make the enactment of comprehensive employment
protections a real possibility.
What is ENDA?
ENDA is a federal bill that would address discrimination in the workplace by making it illegal to fire, refuse to
hire or refuse to promote employees simply based on a person's sexual orientation [or gender identity]*. It would reinforce the principle that employment decisions should be
based upon a person's qualifications and job performance.
What ENDA Does
• Extends federal employment discrimination protections
currently provided based on race, religion, sex, national origin, age and disability to sexual orientation [and / or gender
identity]*.
• Prohibits public and private employers, employment
agencies and labor unions from using an individual's sexual
orientation [or gender identity]* as the basis for employment
decisions, such as hiring, firing, promotion or compensation.
• Provides for the same procedures, and similar, but
somewhat more limited, remedies as are permitted under
Title VII and the Americans with Disabilities Act.
• Applies to Congress and tl1e federal government, as
well as employees of state and local governments.

What ENDA Does N ot Do
• Cover businesses ,vitl1 fewer than 15 employees.
• Apply to most jobs at religious orgmiizations. For any
class of jobs, a religious organization can require employees
to follow the tenets and teachings of their religion, including
ones that bar gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender employees.
• Apply to the uniformed members of the armed forces
(the bill doesn't affect tl1e "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy).
• Allow for quotas or preferential treatment based on
sexual orientation or gender identity.
• Allow a "disparate impact" claim similar to the one
available under Title VII of tl1e Civil Rights Act of 1964.
Therefore, an employer is not required to justify a neutral
practice that may have a statistically disparate impact on individuals because of tl1eir sexual orientation or gender identity .
. • Allmv the imposition of affirmative action for a violation of ENDA.
• Allmv the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to collect statistics on sexual orientation or gender
identity or compel employers to collect such statistics.
• Apply retroactively. •
(* Words in brackets were stripped out of the final bill.)

Leave a Legacy of Equality
\X'hen you make or update your will, consider including
EqualityMaine Foundation in your planning. We'll carry on
your commitment to LGBT equality for years to come.
For more information on making a bequest or otl1er
planned gift to EqualityMaine Foundation,
contact Brian Sandberg at (207) 761-3732
or brian@equalitymaine.org.
If you've included EqualityMaine Foundation in your will,
we'd like to know so we can say thanks.

Norma Kraus-Eule, MSW, LCSW
Individual • group • relationship therapy
Working with the LGBT community for 25 years
45 Exchange St.
Suite 300E
Po11land, Maine 041 OJ

207-650-1804
nonna2446@mac.com
licensed clinical social worker

~< -----------------------------------------------D YES! I have included EqualityMaine Foundation
in my will.
Name
Address ____________
City, State, ZIP
Phone
Email _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
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Public Education Update
continued from page 4

couple in the DVD, went with us to Bangor to talk about
the impact marriage would have on their lives.
At each of these events, following the DVD viewing,
we've had open and honest dialogue about marriage. \~e've
signed up new members, supporters and volunteers. We've
distributed hundreds of DVDs to people attending the presentations, and every time, we walk away knowing that support for the freedom to marry in Maine is growing.
Collecting Postcards for Legislators
At our last report, we had collected 1,000 legislative
postcards signed by constituents in support of the freedom
to marry. We have now collected over 7,000 and will have
8,000 by year's end. Our goal is to collect and deliver 15,000
postcards to legislators in the 2009 legislative session. Postcards urge legislators to begin working on the freedom to
marry now.
Reaching out to Mainers: Media Response Team
In collaboration with GLAD, we continue our work of
training volunteers and building a Media Response T earn
throughout the state. The Media Response Team responds
to news articles or opinion pieces about LGBT people and
their families. The editorial/ letters-to-the-editor page is one
of the most read sections of the paper, and it provides us
with a tremendous opportunity to tell our stories to thousands of people we might otherwise never reach.
As an example, when news of the historic Maine Law
Court ruling on adoption hit the media, we immediately sent
out action alerts to our media response team supplying
them with the news stories, talking points and the contact
information for their daily newspapers. As a result, letters
supporting the ruling were printed in the Ba11gor Dai/y Ne1vs
and the Portland Press Herald.
We will continue our daily monitoring of the media
with the commitment that no news article or opinion editorial about LGBT couples and families will go without an
organized response from the people who are affected by it.
What's Next?
It is no small mission to secure full equality for LGBT
people in Maine. Educating legislators, voters and the general public is a critical part of achieving full equality, and we
need everyone who supports equality to become actively
involved. If you'd like to participate in an in-district meeting
with your legislator, host a DVD presentation in your community, or become a member of our Media Response
Team, please contact Darlene Huntress by calling 207-7613732 or emailing dhuntress@equalitymaine.org. •

"As a Realtor® serving the greater Cumberland and York county
areas, I am committed to helping singles, partners and fam ilies in the
GLBT comm unity find a place to call home! I understand your unique
needs, concerns and expectations, so whether you're a life-longer
Mainer, or 'from away,' looking to buy or sell your first house or 15'". I
can help you navigate the process. As a buyer and seller agent, I
focus on education every step of the way, helping you understand
your options and outcomes so you and your chosen family can make
the best decisions. Call me today."

Deborah A. Rutter
REALTOR®
Certified Negotiation Specialist
Certified New Homes Specialist
Member: Real Estate Buyer's Agent Council,
Equality Maine, Human Rights Campaign , Rainbow
Business and Professional Association

COLDWeu..
BANl(eRID
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
53 Baxter Blvd
Portland ME 04101
Direct : 207-253-3120
Office : 207-773-1900
Fax: 207-774-1116
E-mail: deborah.rutter@nemoves.com
Web : www.nemoves.com
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP OR JOIN EQUALITYMAINE TODAY!
All EqualityMaine members receive our quarterly newsletter, regular communication through email regarding
political action and upcoming events, opportunities to volunteer, and the reward of supporting LGBT advocacy
efforts. Contributions of any amount are counted towards membership - whether you can give $1 or $1,000,
your membership makes a difference in winning protections for LGBT people in Maine.

YES! I want to be a member ofEqualityMaine! Enclosed is my contribution of·
D $35

D $50

D $100

D $250

D $500

D $_ _

Address - - - - - - - - - - - - - City, State, ZIP - - - - - - - - - - - - Telephone

Email-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - D My check payable to EqualityMaine is enclosed.

D Please charge this to my credit card.

D Sign me up as a Sustaining Partner (see page 12)! Please start charging my monthly gift of $10 / $15 / $25 / $__

Card# - - - - - - - - - Exp. Date _ _ _ _ Name on card: - - - - - - - - - D I'd like to volunteer

D I have included EqualityMaine Foundation in my will

EQUALITYMAINE
PO Box 1951, Portland, ME 04104 • (207) 761-3732 • fax (207) 761-3752 • info@equalitymaine.org • vvww.equalitymaine.org

You can support EqualityMaine Foundation through payroll deduction!

MaineShare
Charitable Choices for Maine's Future
MaineShare funds 3 6 statewide organizations including
EqualityMaine Foundation addressing environmental,
economic opportunity, peace and justice, cultural
diversity, the arts, and health service issues.

Enroll your workplace for the 2008 campaign online at

www.maineshare.org or contact us directly.
www.maineshare.org

giving@maineshare.org

P.O. Box 2095, Augusta, ME 04338, (207) 622-0105
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Save the Date!
EqualityMaine Foundation 23rd Annual Awards Banquet
Saturday, March 10, 2007
Mark your calendar for March 10 and join us for a special evening of recognition and celebration. Like our 2006 awards banquet program, which told the story of how we won non-discrimination protections, our program this year will also tell a
story-the story of how we began to win full equality for LGBT people in Maine. To be inspired, you won't want to miss
this event.
5:30 - 6:30pm - Social Hour & Silent Auction
6:30 - 9:00pm - Dinner & Awards Presentation
Holiday Inn by the Bay, Portland
ASL interpretation services available

See Inside for M ore D etails!

We need volunteers!
We need volunteers the day of the banquet to help set up tl1e silent auction and community information table, register and
greet guests, clean-up and other tasks! Can you help? If so, please call Darlene Huntress at 761-3732 X3004 or email
dhuntress@equalitymaine.org.

